In defence of Polish schools in Lithuania

The latest reports from the Lithuanian Seimas show that during the current session it will be unlikely that any attempts will be made at putting through an amendment to the Education Act, which is unfavourable to Poles in Lithuania. After recent events and diplomatic pressure some improvements have been made, easing the anti-Polish dimension of this amendment. However, it does not mean that there is no danger involved, because no one can predict in what conditions and in what final shape the new Education Act will be approved during the spring session of the Seimas of the Lithuanian Republic.

The determination of the Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania in its efforts for the early adoption of the amended Education Act causes great anxiety among the Polish community in Lithuania. In accordance with the new act, schools of national minorities will be compulsorily ordered to teach part of the subjects in the state language. A decision regarding which subjects are to be affected will be made by the Ministry of Education. It is already known that this will include history and geography. The new act will also introduce an official provision of the superiority of Lithuanian schools. If there are two schools in any part of the Vilnius region, one with Lithuanian as a language of instruction and the other with Polish as a language of instruction, at the time of reorganisation it will be the Polish school that will be closed down, even if it has more students than the Lithuanian school. There are many other provisions in the act, making the situation of schools of national minorities worse.

Editorial staff of “Wilnoteka” portal decided to join the ongoing campaign in Polish schools in the Vilnius region to collect signatures under an open letter to the Polish and Lithuanian authorities and to make it possible to collect signatures not only in Lithuania. As the last week proved, the only effective way to stop these anti-Polish designs is an internationalisation of this matter and a common protest of Poles living in Lithuania, Poland and the rest of the world.

There is no exaggeration in saying that the Polish educational system in Lithuania is seriously threatened. It is “to be or not to be” of Polish schools in Lithuania. If the Lithuanian Seimas approves the Education Act despite thousands of votes from Lithuanian citizens, it will certainly be the end of the Polish educational system in this country.

Requests and arguments do not help. We constantly hear opinions that actions taken by the Lithuanian authorities are actions taken for the good of the children and that everything is happening for the future of young Poles in Lithuania. Poles in Lithuania, parents and families should decide themselves about their future and the future of their own children!

For almost a hundred years grandparents and parents of young present-day Poles have been creating the basis and foundations of the Polish educational system, they have managed to preserve them in the hardest times, and it is not surprising that their descendants do not want to and will not allow their great achievements and traditions of many generations of Lithuanian Poles to be destroyed. Present-day Poles are citizens of Lithuania, a European country, where, alongside other citizens they pay taxes and pay for the maintenance of the country.

The concern about Polish schools is not an element of a political game of a few or a few dozen activists but a problem of many thousands of Lithuanian citizens.

The fate of Polish schools does not only concern Poles living in Lithuania. Many graduates of Polish schools in Lithuania left the country, and they study, live and work in different parts of the world. It is not surprising that Lithuanian Poles are asking Poland and Poles in the mother country for help. It is one nation, common history and tradition, although now on different sides of the border and within two different countries, the roots are still the same. Supporters of the Polish educational system in Lithuania, understanding the validity of its existence, are in the whole world.

It is true that Polish schools in Lithuania are an uncommon instance in Europe. They were, they still are and let them remain. Let us not destroy them. Let us put our signature under an open letter to the Lithuanian and Polish authorities. It can be the last chance to save Polish schools, to save Polishness in Lithuania.

Below is a form to sign the petition.
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